HOW KING WILLIAM TOOK COUNSEL, ETC.     171
hearts were lifted up with their victory, and they laughed at William and his French, and drank Tor-frida's health much too often for their own good. Hereward did not care to undeceive them. But he could not help speaking his mind in the abbot's chamber to Thurstan, Egelwin, and his nephews, and to Sigtryg Eanaldsson, who was still in Ely, not only because he had promised to stay there, but because he could not get out if he would.
Blockaded they were utterly, by land and water. The isle furnished a fair supply of food; and what was wanting, they obtained by foraging. But they had laid the land waste for so many miles round, that their plundering raids brought them in less than of old; and if they went far, they fell in with the French, and lost good men, even though they were generally successful. So provisions were running somewhat short, and would run shorter still.
Moreover, there was a great cause of anxiety. Bishop Egelwin, Abbot Thurstan, and the monks of Ely were in rebellion, not only against King William, but more or less against the Pope of Rome. They might be excommunicated. The minster lands might be taken away.
Bishop Egelwin set his face like a flint. He expected no mercy. All he had ever done for the French was to warn Eobert Comyn that if he stayed in Durham, evil would befall him. But that was as little worth to him as it was to the said Eobert. And no mercy he craved. The less a man had, the